Heavenly Perspective - Part 1A

We are going to talk about a heavenly perspective because of our heavenly identity.  To do this, we must know what heavenly perspective and heavenly identity is.  A heavenly perspective is seeing things through the eyes of God.  This is how God would perceive and see particular persons, places and things.  Heavenly Identity is who you are in Christ.

We must understand that when we got saved, we experienced a new birth and became a new person.  This new person is different than the person we used to be before we got saved.  This person has a different way of looking at things and thinks differently than the person we used to be.  If you begin to allow that new person to dominate your life, you will begin to see the results that God intends for you to have and you will begin to experience them as you live for the Lord.

Because we believe in the gifts of the Spirit, the anointing of the Holy Ghost, healings, miracles, deliverance, authority over devils, it is important that we build a foundation and teach every believer their identity, position, and God given rights so that they are not engaged in a battle that they find themselves struggling to win.

But did you know that when you fight, you have to learn both the offensive methods and the defensive methods of fighting.  You have to know how to defend when the enemy attacks.  A good biblical foundation regarding your heavenly identity and being able to look at things from a heavenly perspective gives you the ability to defend when the enemy attacks you because you know your rights and you don’t allow him to get away with something that he has no right to get away with.

When someone is going to do warfare, they got to know first of all, that they cannot be defeated in warfare.  They have to know that the enemy has no ability to overcome them and the only way to know that is to find out your identity according to the Word of God. That way you know how to live consistently and be instant in season and out of season (2 Timothy 4:2).  That way you realize that everything you face on the battlefield of life has been answered and has been provided for in the Word of God.

Let’s turn to Colossians 3:1-5 (Memory Verses)

1 If then you are raised with Christ, seek those things which are above where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desires, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

I want to draw your attention to some things here. The Bible says, "we ought to seek the things which are above." Another tranlation of the Bible says, "the things above be constantly seeking". That means in order for you to seek the things which are above constantly and set your mind on them, we have to first of all, know what the things above are.  The Bible said, "if then you are raised with Christ..." Do you believe that when Jesus rose from the dead, you rose with Him?  That's right! When you rose, you rose a different person then when you died.  Now most people look to the cross as the end, but the cross is not the end, it is the beginning.  Thank God for the cross, for without it, there is no beginning.  Praise God for the burial because without it, there is no death to your old nature.  Glory be to God for the resurrection because without it there is no new identity that can live on the inside of you.  Most of us are so mindful of the death of Christ that we fail to cash in on the resurrection of Christ.  Now Colossians says, "if then you were raised with Christ..."

That means you rose again victorious over death, hell, grave, sickness, sin and disease.  So that means that God expects you to do something with with the information.  He said "this is what you ought to do, constantly be seeking the things which are above." Now Jesus said, "Seek ye first" what?  that's right! The Kingdom (Matthew 6:33)

There is no better place to depict or project a revelation of the kingdom of God then heaven itself.  Heaven is the perfect place to see the kingdom in action.  Why? because heaven is a place where God's Word is settled. There's absolutely no turbulence, turmoil, contradiction or doubt regarding the rulership or the kingship or the dominion of the Lord.  Jesus Christ in heaven is Lord of all. There's no one arguing, no one trying to overthrow His authority in the third heaven. He is King of Kings. Now the Bible says, "we are seated with Him in heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6), so if we want to bring the kingdom of God and the power of God into the earth realm, we have got to have a heavenly perspective.  We have got to come at warfare, at the enemy, the world and life from a superior position of authority.  We dont fight to overcome, we fight because we have already overcome.  We dont fight to get the victory, we fight because we already have the victory.  We are already risen with Vhrist. We are already seated with Christ and the Bible says "if then you are raised with Christ, then constantly be seeking the things which are above and constantly set your mind on things which are above.

Christians seem to think that spirituality has nothing to do with what they believe, what they meditate upon or what they invest in. They want God to just show up and do it, but it is not like that.  "If then you are raised with Christ, set your mind on those things which are above."  That means you have to meditate upon your position, your identity and your new nature in God. Remember, man did nto invent creativity. Man did not impart to himself the power to imagine.  It was God who made man.  All men, regardless of their salvation have God-given abilities to go places in their mind.  If you think, you will find out you are thinking in pictures.  You will find out that you are relating to something.  Man has the ability to follow his thoughts.  Try it one day.  Just think about someone in anger and think about them in disappointment and think about them in resentment, and then run into that person.  You will have a very hard time being nice to that person.  You will have a very hard time communicating with that person.  What they have set their mind upon has set them up to become a slave to the thing that they have chosen to meditate upon.

Well by the same token, you cannot think good about God, His Word or your position in Christ before you begin to draw near to Him and you being to actively experience the reality of the thing that He has provided for you. So the Bible says, "if you meditate upon the Word of God day and night and let not the Book of the Law depart out of your heart and mouth, but learn to do everything that is written in it, you will make your way prosperous and you will have good success (Joshua 1:8)

Most of us know that, but you see knowing it is not enough.  Knowing it does not ensure a short cut to receiving that thing.  When you get a revelation of the finished work, it's going to take meditation, thinking upon, analyzing, evaluating, studying, digging into the Word of God until you receive the reality and the power of those things.  Until the experiential power is flowing through you, you haven’t arrived and even when the power is flowing, you still haven’t arrived.  So what do you do?

You seek those things. We constantly set our minds on those things which are above.  Now the things I am talking about are related to your position in Christ, your authority through Christ and your identity through Christ.  You are not who you used to be so in order for you to really experience that, you have got to start thinking on who you are.  You have got to start speaking in relationship to who you are.  In order to operate as a person of authority you have to see yourself from a biblical perspective, find out where you are seated in God and find out what Jesus has paid for you to have.

People go around for many years and then the power of the thing they are seeking begins to flow through them. Understand this! Every man will eventually yield to one power or the other. He will either yield to demonic spirits or the Spirit of God. He will either have demonic supernatural power or Godly supernatural power.

The Bible said we have been given the Holy Spirit (1 Thes 4:8).  The Holy Spirit of God gives us the ability to open every dimension of ourselves to the supernatural embodiment, incarnation, residence of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Now He's inside us, but the more you pray in your heavenly language, the more you will get out of the natural, rational realm. The more you let the power of the Spirit live in you, the greater the sphere of influence that God gives you will be in your life.  So He said, "Constantly be setting your mind on the things which are above." So what happens is - those things which are above are the real provisions that jesus has for you - your identity in Christ, your new nature through Christ, your authority through Christ, your victory through Him, and your heavenly perspective through His Word are realities that will never become real to you unless you constantly set your mind upon them. That means both conscious and unconscious effort.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Homework Questions. Each Question is worth 5 points.                                                                                                                       1. Memorize all the verses referenced in this portion of lesson 1.

2. In talking about your heavenly perspective, what do we find out about ourselves?

3. When going into warfare, what do we first have to know?                                       

4. What 3 things must every believers know? It is said that when witnessing to a new believer, it is good to make these things personal and relevant to them.  To some that may be  through telling a story or relating a common situation. With that being said, how would you go about teaching these 3 things to those you may witness to?                       

5. Why must we teach them these things?

6. When you prepare to fight, what 2 methods do we have to learn?

7. What two things give us the ability to defend when the enemy attacks?  Why are these things important?                                            

8. What does Colossians 3:1 say we must do to walk fully in the Spirit?   Explain in your own words why your answer is so important in your spiritual walk.                   

9. Why are the death, burial and resurrection important to you?                               

10. What did Jesus say you must do according to Matthew 6:33?                                       

11. What is the one place you can get a revelation of the Kingdom of God?  Why?

12. Describe how you must come at warfare, enemy, world and life?                                 

13. What does Joshua 1:8 say we must always do to be prosperous and successful and how often are we to do it?

14. In order for you to really experience the flow of the spirit, how should you see, speak and think?                                                                

15. In order to operate as a person of authority what things must we find out?

16. Who did God give us to enable and empower us?

17. What is one way to get ourselves out of the natural realm according to this lesson?

18.  What are the real provisions that Jesus has provided for you?  Explain what each of these provisions are in your own words.

19. Where are we seated according to Ephesians 2:6?  In your own words, why is this so important to know.          

20. What do we have to do if we want to bring the Kingdom of God and the power of God into the earth realm?
